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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To enable an operator to store his/her recorded paper in an empty 
storage section by providing a detection means which detects the presence 
of recorded paper for respective storage sections and a means by which the 
operator can learn the detected information on a computer. 

CONSTITUTION: A printer occupation command is transmitted from a CPU 10 of 
a computer 8 to a picture image forming device 1. A control circuit ^5 of 
the picture image forming device 1 sends a command for permitting 
occupation to the computer 8 if the condition permits recording. The 
computer 8 sends a command for status request to grasp the condition of the 
image forming device 1. The image forming device 1 sends a signal for 
status which includes the information whether recording paper exists on 
each paper discharge tray or not to the computer 8. The computer 8 which 
receives the signal for status displays the condition of the paper 
discharge tray on a CRT 12 to urge an operator to select a paper discharge 
tray. The operator who sees the display specifies an empty paper discharge 
tray through a keyboard 11, and the computer 8 transmits a signal for 
specifying the paper discharge tray. 
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